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Events analyze 2008 raid in Postville 
Journalists, former workers, professors will discuss raid of Agriprocessors 
By RACHEL ZIDON 
Staff Writer 
Almost a year has passed 
since the largest workplace 
raid in Iowa's history hit 
northeast Iowa. 
On May 12, 2008, 
Postville made national 
news after U.S. Immigration 
and Customs E nforcement 
arrested nearly 400 wor ker s 
at t he Agriprocessors Inc. 
slaughterhouse an d meat-
packing plant on charges of 
identity fraud and immigra-
tion violations. 
One year later, many 
Postville residents and oth-
ers are still struggling to 
understand the events that 
led to the raid and the 
impact it has had locally and 
globally. 
A conference and teach-
in event at the University 
of Northern Iowa yester-
day and today will give stu-
dents, faculty and communi-
ty members the opportunity 
to have an open dialogue 
about what happened in 
Postville and the implica-
tions of these events. 
"Postville: Past, Present 
and Future" will feature 
a variety of speakers and 
performers, including local 
journalists, lawyers who 
have advocated for immi-
grants in Postville, a docu-
RICHARD SENNOTT /Minneapolis Star Tribune/MCT CAMPUS 
These womens' husbands have been detained by Immigration and Customs Enforcement in the immigration raid of Agriprocessors Inc. plant in Post-
ville. The raid led to the detention of 400 workers. "Postville: Past, Present and Future" features a series of events that look at the raid . 
mentary filmmaker and sev-
eral of the workers who 
were arrested in the raid. 
Jennifer Cooley, a Spanish 
professor at UNI, came up 
with the idea of having an 
event about Postville at UNI 
last fall after she saw "a 
really urgent need for more 
information about Postville." 
Because of Postville' s close 
proximity to UNI, Cooley 
said she found a great deal 
of interest in the topic. 
"There are so many peo-
ple who want to engage in a 
serious conversation about 
this," she s.aid. "People don't 
just want to talk about it. 
They are anxious to talk 
about it and to make sure it 
never happens again." 
The conference began 
yesterday at 7 p.m. with 
director Luis Argueta show-
ing segments of his docu-
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Agriprocessors Inc. is the location of the 2008 raid. Today, at 7:30 p.m. in the Communication Arts Center Room 
1 08, seven of the arrested workers wi ll perform a play dramatizing their experiences. 
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m entary film ''AbUSed: 
The Postville Raid" m 
the Communication Arts 
Center. 
Today, ther e will be a 
welcome reception in the 
Russell Hall lo bby at 8 
a.m. and events will go on 
throughout the day. These 
discussions with UNI and 
Luther College professors 
currently writing books 
abo ut Post v ille, attorney 
Jam es Benzon i, an immi-
g r ation lawyer and j ournal-
ists, teacher s and volunteer s 
from Postville. 
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
items from Postville, incl ud-
ing traditional G uatemalan 
woven goods, will be sold 
in Maucker Union with all 
proceeds going to organiza-
tions in Postville. 
At 4 p.m. in CAC Room 
108 , Cooley, along with 
immigration activist Sandra 
Rybachek, Guatemalan 
immigrant and Postville res-
ident Alma Chavez de Perez 
and UNI students and g rad-
uate assistants will present 
"N uevo Amanecer: Weaving 
a New Beginning," a play 
Cooley is currently writ-
ing based on Guatemalan 
women in Postville. 
These women turned 
to weaving traditional 
Guatemalan items after the 
raid w hen they could no 
longer work and could not 
leave Postville without risk-
ing deportation. 
"I spent a lot of time 
with them," Cooley said. "I 
was really intrigued by them 
and how they managed to 
find a new beginning when 
they couldn't work or leave. 
I really wanted more people 
to know their story." 
E lena Dobrila, a graduate 
assis tant for the Department 
of Modern Languages at 
UNI, will be one of the per-
formers. 
"I got involved in the 
Postville project ever since 
last May when the raid hap-
pened in Postville," D obrila 
said. "Seeing all these peo-
ple affected by the events in 
such a way moved me deep-
ly. When I was offered to 
take part in ( the play) I did 
not hesitate (to take it)." 
At 7 :3 0 p.m. in CAC Room 
108, seven Guatemalan and 
M exican workers who were 
arrested in the Postville raid 
will present their original 
play "Historia de N uestras 
Vidas," which means "The 
Story of Our Lives." It w ill 
dramatize their experiences 
of coming to the U.S. and 
how the raid affected their 
lives. The play will be in 
Spanish, but English trans-
lations will be provided for 
the audience. 
Yulia Vorobyeva, a 
g r aduate assistant for the 
D ep artment of Modern 
Languages who will be per-
forming in Cooley's play, 
said that learning about 
Postville has changed her 
worldview and that she 
hopes the event can do the 
same for others. 
"I think that every per-
son ought to learn more 
about this dramatic reality 
and get involved in attempts 
to make a change," she said . 
Students can find a com-
plete schedule of events at 
www.uni.edu / studyabroad/ 
news / downloads / pvillefi-
naldraft.pdf. 
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said that incandescent light 
bulbs will all be replaced 
by energy-efficient compact 
fluorescent bulbs. 
Overall, Pecen feels that 
the MSETI-AREA pre-
sentations are a wonderful 
opportunity to demonstrate 
the importance of energy 
efficiency to students. 
'The main objective (of MSETl 
-AREA) is to promote math sci-
ence and technical education 
with some hands-on projects . 
The project lets young people 
learn the importance of energy 
efficiency." 
RecayiPecen 
Corrdinator of the UNI EIET 
"Rather than t alking, they 
also see the numbers," he 
said. "By providing a hands-
on look at energy efficien-
cy, MSETI-AREA and the 
UNI e-Bike offer s tudents a 
ride into our society's ener-
gy efficient future, one that 
we will all likely live to 
see." 
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